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18 February 2014 

To the Honourable Julie Bishop, MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Re: Australian leadership on the Women, Peace and Security agenda in 2014 

Further to our letter of 19 September 2013, in which we commended your appointment as Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, we are writing to alert you to the activities of our organisation, the Women, 
Peace and Security Academic Collective (WPSAC). WPSAC was formed in November 2021 to 
consolidate and extend efforts around the UN’s ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda for the 
duration of Australia’s term of office on the UN Security Council (2013-2014).  

Through our organisation, we have demonstrated our ability to support the Australian government in 
its championing of the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda, in frequent consultation with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. We have also been instrumental in forming the Australian 
Civil Society Coalition on Women, Peace and Security, which brings together a range of civil society 
organisations to support and enhance the implementation of the Australian National Action Plan on 
Women, Peace and Security (2012-2018), both domestically and internationally.  

During the term of office on the UN SC so far, Australia has proven itself to be a staunch champion 
of the WPS agenda. It was reassuring to hear at the most recent civil society consultation with DFAT 
in December 2013, and in your response in Parliament during question time on Tuesday 11th 
February to MP Kelvin Thomsen, that ‘Women, Peace and Security’ will continue as a priority area 
for the Australian term in 2014.  

The efforts taken by key actors to mainstream the WPS agenda in Council business has been 
effective (for example, in the language of UNSCR 2127, which has robust preambular material on 
the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda and provisions on conflict-related sexualised violence in 
operative paragraph 23), and ensuring that WPS concerns are integrated across all areas is crucial to 
the success of the agenda. Of course, this must happen alongside specific commitments to support 
the core provisions of the agenda itself; we are keen to support you in your stated aim of emphasising 
women’s participation and leadership in peace and security governance through your work on the 
Council in 2014.  

There are also country-specific ways in which Australia’s support for the WPS agenda will be 
crucial. In relation to Afghanistan, for example, as the UN SC coordinator (‘penholder’) we would 
like to see Australia visibly promote the rights of women and girls in that country by hosting a UN 
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SC Arria Meeting of Afghan women politicians and civil society leaders. If, as Minister of Foreign 
Affairs with a strong record of commitment to women’s participation and leadership, you chaired 
this UN SC meeting during Australia’s Presidency in November 2014 we believe this would 
seriously advance the role of women in the Afghan peace process, transition and reconciliation. 

WPSAC is keen to continue assisting Australia in delivering on the promises that it made during the 
bid for a seat on the Security Council. We are committed to maintaining oversight of all Australian 
foreign, security and economic policy that we deem relevant to the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ 
agenda, and to identifying spaces in the international arena where Australian can take a greater 
leadership role in advancing gender equality, minimising gendered harms, and challenging all forms 
of gendered discrimination and injustice.  

We look forward to working with you and with DFAT on consolidating and progressing the UN’s 
‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW) and Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 


