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21 April 2015  

To the Honourable Tony Abbott, Prime Minister and Minister for Women, 

Open Letter: Australian leadership on the Women, Peace and Security agenda in 2015 

During Australia’s term of office as an elected member of the UN Security Council, the Australian 
government engaged substantially and substantively with the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda. 
The Australian government now has the opportunity to consolidate and extend its support for the WPS 
agenda. 2015 is a critical juncture in the history of the WPS agenda as we celebrate the fifteenth anniversary 
of the passage of the foundational resolution, UNSCR 1325, and we welcome the High Level Review, led by 
Radhika Coomaraswamy, former Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed 
Conflict and former Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, to assess progress at the global, 
regional and national levels in implementing the resolution.  

The Office for Women provided the opportunity to the Australian Civil Society Coalition on Women, Peace 
and Security to have input into the scoping phase of the interim review of the Australian National Action 
Plan on Women, Peace and Security and we look forward to civil society consultation on the review itself. 
We note with concern, however, that participation in the scoping phase was elective and self-funded. While 
the Office for Women provides a small contribution to civil society engaged in monitoring of the National 
Action Plan and the production of the Shadow Report Card each year, effective representation across 
diverse civil society constituencies will only occur if funding is made available to facilitate 
participation, particularly for the large proportion of civil society organisations which are located outside of 
Canberra.  

In order to further raise the profile of the Australian National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, 
the government’s commitments under the Plan, and how it relates to the 2015 High Level Review, we 
request that you consider a parliamentary debate on the subject of Women, Peace and Security, prior 
to October 2015. Such a move would encourage deep engagement with these issues among the parliament, 
and demonstrate Australia’s commitment to hearing about progress on the implementation of UNSCR 1325 
at the highest level.  

We encourage the government to further demonstrate commitment to the Women, Peace and Security 
agenda by reporting against the UN ‘global indicators’ called for in UNSCR 1889 (Operative 
Paragraph 17) and developed in the 2010 Report of the Secretary-General on Women, Peace and 
Security. These indicators were intended to ‘serve as a common basis for reporting by relevant United 
Nations entities, other international and regional organizations, and Member States’ (Secretary-General’s 
Report, paragraph 3), but there has been limited uptake by UN member states on this issue. The significant 
international reputation that Australia has developed in the sphere of Women, Peace and Security could be 
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both leveraged and extended by showing leadership here; reporting against the indicators domestically and 
championing their adoption internationally would situate Australia as a global leader on this issue in this 
critical year for the Women, Peace and Security agenda.  

If we can be of assistance in providing further detail on the above, please do not hesitate to contact us. We 
look forward to working with you and relevant government offices on consolidating and progressing the 
UN’s ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda this year and in the future.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW Australia) and  

 

Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 

 
cc.  Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Senator the Hon. Michaelia Cash, Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Women 
Captain Jennifer Wittwer, Australian Defence Force Director National Action Plan for Women, 

Peace and Security 
Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin AC, Chief of the Defence Force 
Chief Operating Officer of the Department of Defence Mr Brendan Sargeant  

 


