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To the Honourable Julie Collins MP, 
  
We are writing to alert you to the formation of a new organisation, the Women, 
Peace and Security Academic Collective (WPSAC). The WPSAC was formed in 
November 2012 to consolidate and extend academic feminist efforts around the 
UN’s ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda for the duration of Australia’s term on the 
UN Security Council (2013-14). 
  
As you know, the United Nations’ ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda was 
energized from the outset by academic and civil society engagement, particularly 
around the formulation and adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 1325. Since 
the adoption of SCR 1325 in 2000, civil society organisations and academics 
researching in the area of women, peace and security have maintained oversight 
and monitoring of SCR 1325 subsequent related Resolutions. 
  
Part of this oversight and monitoring has involved keeping track of individual states’ 
formulation of National Action Plans (NAPs) for the implementation of SCR 1325, 
and we noted with approval the release of the Australian National Action Plan on 
Women, Peace and Security (2012-2018) on 8 March 2012. The Australian NAP 
specifies a monitoring and evaluation framework alongside a list of responsible 
agencies; the WPSAC is keen to supplement government monitoring and evaluation 
with knowledge gleaned from the extensive research expertise within the Collective. 
  
We are aware of the Australian government’s strong commitment to the UN’s 
‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda and we know that this commitment was 
leveraged as part of the government’s successful bid for a seat on the UN Security 
Council as a non-permanent member (2013-15). This represents a unique 
opportunity for Australia to support the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda at the 
United Nations, particularly as SC membership coincides with Australia’s 
appointment to the UN Women Executive Board. The WPSAC is keen to assist the 
Australian government progress the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda and 
deliver on the promises that it made during the bid for a seat on the Security Council. 
  
The WPSAC will hold its first planning meeting on 23 January 2012 at the University 
of New South Wales. At this meeting we intend to formulate a plan of action for the 
period 2013-15 and draw up a schedule of monitoring and engagement activities. 
The WPSAC is committed to maintaining oversight of all Australian foreign, security 
and economic policy that we deem relevant to the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ 
agenda and to identifying spaces in the international arena where Australia can take 
a greater leadership role in advancing gender equality, minimizing gendered harms 
and challenging all forms of gendered discrimination and injustice. 
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The WPSAC will disseminate findings and insights regularly through various news 
media including newspapers, radio and online platforms; we have a website at 
http://wpsac.wordpress.com/ and members of the Collective blog regularly for a 
number of civil society organisations including the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and the Gender in Global Governance Net-Work. 
  
At this stage, we are writing to introduce ourselves and to let you know that we would 
be happy to work with the Office for Women or any other government agency in 
collaborative ventures aimed at consolidating and progressing the UN’s ‘Women, 
Peace and Security’ agenda. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Associate Professor Laura J. Shepherd (University of New South Wales) and 
 

 
 
Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 
  
cc. by mail     Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
                      UN Women Australia 
                      AusAID 
  
cc. by email   UN Women Australia 

Australian Civil-Military Centre 
Women's Branch, FAHCSIA 
Oxfam Australia 
WILPF Australia 

 
 
 
 


