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To the Honourable Julie Collins MP: 
  
By way of following up on our letter of December 2012, we are writing to outline the 
Mission Statement and goals of the Women, Peace and Security Academic 
Collective (WPSAC). The WPSAC was formed in November 2012 to consolidate 
and extend academic feminist efforts around the UN’s ‘Women, Peace and Security’ 
agenda for the duration of Australia’s two year term on the UN Security Council 
(2013-14). 
  
Our Mission Statement is as follows:  

WPSAC’s mission is not only to progress the UN’S Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS) agenda but also to extend and challenge it, with the overall 
objective of using feminist analyses to end violence and militarism at home and 
abroad. 

 
We have five inter-related goals: 

1. To undertake activities that will raise awareness and promote knowledge of 
the WPS agenda within civil society, while challenging and extending its core 
concepts and provisions, within Australia and abroad. 

2. To monitor government actions in key areas pertinent to the WPS agenda at 
both the domestic and international levels. 

3. To hold the Australian government accountable for commitments made during 
the international campaign for a seat on the UN Security Council. 

4. To identify key gaps in the Australian National Action Plan on Women, Peace 
and Security (2012-2018). 

5. To develop strategies and activities to supplement the National Action Plan in 
key areas relating to the participation of women in peace and security 
institutions, conflict-resolution and peace-building, and the protection, 
prosecution and prevention of violence against women and girls and violent 
conflicts more broadly. 

  
We are aware of the Australian government’s strong commitment to the UN’s 
‘Women, Peace and Security’ agenda and we know that this commitment was 
leveraged as part of the government’s successful bid for a seat on the UN Security 
Council as a non-permanent member (2013-14).  
 
We are also keen to draw connections with the Australian National Action Plan on 
Women, Peace and Security in certain key areas. In the NAP Part A, Strategies 3.1 
and 3.4, for example, refer to actions to be undertaken by the Australian government 
in support of domestic non-governmental organisations engaged in raising 
awareness of UNSCR 1325 and in support of encouraging an understanding of 
Women, Peace and Security amongst the Australian public.  
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As academics in Australia, many of whom are employed at Group of 8 institutions, 
engaged in research-led teaching at our institutions, and conducting research on 
Women, Peace and Security issues funded by the Australian Research Council we 
are uniquely placed to pursue such strategies. We have significant research 
expertise on UNSCR 1325 specifically and the WPS agenda more broadly The 
WPSAC therefore seeks representation at discussions about the NAP, in partial 
fulfillment of the relevant deliverables outlined in the NAP Part B (Measures 3b and 
3c), which refer to approaches taken by the Australian government to share 
information with civil society on the Women, Peace and Security Agenda and a 
description of domestic educational activities that promote this agenda.   
  
In the first half of 2013, the WPSAC is planning ‘8 days of activism around Women, 
Peace and Security’ (1-8 March 2013), which will culminate in a range of tie-in 
activities to celebrate International Women’s Day. During this period, the WPSAC is 
also committed to maintaining oversight of all Australian foreign, security and 
economic policy that we deem relevant to the Women, Peace and Security agenda 
and to identifying spaces in the international arena where Australia can take a 
greater leadership role in advancing gender equality, minimizing gendered harms 
and challenging all forms of gendered discrimination and injustice. 
  
The WPSAC will disseminate findings and insights regularly through various news 
media including newspapers, radio and online platforms; we have a website at 
http://wpsac.wordpress.com/ that hosts a blog, and are active on various social 
media platforms. 
  
We are writing to ask how and in what ways the government intends to harness our 
activity and expertise in this space, in keeping with the commitments made both in 
the Australian National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security (2012-2018) and 
in the campaign for a seat on the United Nations Security Council? We look forward 
to hearing from you. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 

                     
 
A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd      Professor Jacqui True 
(University of New South Wales)     (Monash University) 
 
cc. by mail     Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
                      UN Women Australia 
                      AusAID 
cc. by email   UN Women Australia 

Australian Civil-Military Centre 
Women's Branch, FAHCSIA 
Oxfam Australia 
WILPF Australia 


