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5 March 2013  
 
Dear Prime Minister Julia Gillard, 
 
Re: Recommendations made to you by the Afghan Australian Development Organisation 
(AADO) 
 
We are writing to you with respect to the roundtable discussions that AADO held in Melbourne on 
12-13 February 2013. As you are aware, eight Members of Parliament and civil society leaders from 
Afghanistan attended this event, as well as a number of other participants including representatives 
from the Women, Peace and Security Academic Collective (WPSAC). 
 
As indicated in our previous correspondence to the Honourable Julie Collins MP, WPSAC was 
formed not only to progress the United Nation Security Council’s Women, Peace and Security 
(WPS) agenda but also to extend and challenge it, with the overall objective of using feminist 
analyses to end violence and militarism at home and abroad. In doing so, we hope to contribute to 
the efficacy of the Australian National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security (2012-2018) and 
to ensure that the Australian government upholds the commitments that it made during its 
international campaign for a non-permanent member seat on the United Nations Security Council. 
 
We understand that the AADO has contacted you recently, seeking the support of the Australian 
government in contributing to the protection of women’s rights in Afghanistan (both during and after 
the transition), and to help ensure that women are present and represented in the ongoing peace 
processes in that country. Dr Nouria Salehi, Executive Director of AADO, has sought a response 
from you regarding the recommendations that emerged from the Melbourne delegation and has 
presented you with a summary thereof. It is our hope that you will consider those recommendations 
with a view to upholding, protecting and promoting the human rights of women in Afghanistan. 
 
We look forward to hearing from AADO that you have responded positively to their 
recommendations. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

     
 
A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW) and Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 
 


