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15 March 2013 

To Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Re: Australian leadership in negotiating the A rms T rade T reaty 18-28 March 2013 

As outlined in our previous communications (December 2012, January 2013), the Women, Peace and 
Security Academic Collective (WPSAC) is invested in ensuring that the Australian government 

campaign for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. 

We note that the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Australia to the United Nations 
delivered a speech on the protection of civilians in armed conflict to the Security Council (12 
February 2013) and that this speech made no mention of the connection between protection of 
civilians and the WPS agenda. We also note that the website devoted to tracking activity on the 
UNSC reports no news related to the WPS agenda. 

We are aware that negotiations over the final text of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) will take place 
18-
Woolcott, will preside over these negotiations. We urge Australia to take concrete steps to 
support a strong A T T  and the inclusion of a specific gender criterion in the negotiated text. The 
criteria of an A rms T rade T reaty should require States not to authorise an international 
transfer of conventional arms where there is a substantial r isk that the arms under 
consideration are likely to be used to perpetrate or facilitate acts of gender-based violence, 
including rape and other forms of sexual violence.  

If the ATT is to be an effective legal instrument in regulating the international arms trade, 
recognition of the potential gendered impacts of international transfers must also be included. 
Accordingly, there should be strong references to gender in the treaty text and the criteria in 
the treaty should address r isks of gender-based armed violence. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW) and Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 


