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7 March 2013  
 
To Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
 
Re: Australian support for Women, Peace and Security Agenda in UNSC discussions on 
Syria 
 
As outlined in our previous communications (December 2012, January 2013), the Women, 
Peace and Security Academic Collective (WPSAC) is invested in ensuring that the Australian 

 
(WPS) agenda during its campaign for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security 
Council.  
 
We note that the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Australia to the United 
Nations delivered a speech on the protection of civilians in armed conflict to the Security 
Council (12 February 2013) and that this speech made no mention of the connection between 
protection of civilians and the WPS agenda. We also note that the website devoted to tracking 
activity on the UNSC reports no news related to the WPS agenda.  
 
We are aware that there is an open debate on Afghanistan slated for 19 March 2013, and we 
urge the Aust ralian government to use this opportunity to ensure that the issues of 

the protection of 
. We have communicated our support to the Prime 

Minister for the recent recommendations made by the Afghan-Australian Development 
Organisation (AADO) regarding the role of the Australian government in contributing to the 

ensure that women are present and represented in the ongoing peace processes in that 
country. The open debate at the Security Council is an opportunity to operationalize the 
commitment made by Australia to supporting Afghanistan in transition and to further 
progress the WPS agenda at the UNSC.  
 
Further, we note that the United Nations has offered to broker peace talks between the current 
Syrian regime and the oppositional forces and we urge Australia, in its capacity as non-
permanent member of the UNSC, champion the WPS agenda in the context of these 
negotations. UNSCR 1325 and subsequent resolutions mandate under international law that 
women should be represented at and actively participate in all peace negotiations. At a 
minimum, we expect that the UNSC will respectively request and mandate that women 

-Syrian peace talks. W e 
strongly recommend that Australia as a member of the UNSC make efforts and direct 



Correspondence address: Room 165 Morven Brown Building, School of Social Sciences | University 
of New South Wales, SYDNEY NSW 2052 | t: +61 (0)2 9385 1687 | e: l.j.shepherd@unsw.edu.au   

representations to ensure that this commitment is upheld in any forthcoming peace 
talks regarding Syria.  
 
In addition, we urge the Australian government to allocate time, during its Presidency of 
the Security Council in September , to an A rria Formula meeting at which the Council 
can draw on the expertise of civil society organisations in the area of women, peace and 
security rocesses and 
peacebuilding activities. This meeting would provide a space to engage with the ways in 
which the failure to prioritise the promotion of gender equality during and after conflict has 
had lasting negative impacts, undermined stability and forestalled democratic reform across 
the world.  
 
The UN  mandates under international law that women 
should be active participants in peace negotiations, as well as making binding international 
commitments to the elimination 
rights. Australia leveraged these principles during 2012; two days ago at the 57th UN 
Commission of the Status of Women in New York the Hon. Julie Collins stated her 

now 
call on the Australian government to uphold these principles in the Security Council.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

     
 
A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW) and Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 
 


