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19 April 2013 

To Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Re: Australian leadership at the UN SC debate on Middle East (Syria) 19 April 2013 

As outlined in our previous communications, the Women, Peace and Security Academic Collective 
(WPSAC) is invested in ensuring that the Australian government uphold the commitments made 

-permanent 
seat on the United Nations Security Council. 

We are pleased to see the Australian government engaging aspects of the WPS agenda. The 
statement made by the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Australia to the United Nations 
at the recent Open Debate on Sexual Violence in Conflict was encouraging. It is important that the 
government draws out the links between conflict prevention and the prevention of sexual violence, 
and highlights the resource investment needed to prevent conflict and challenge a climate of 
impunity for violence, including sexualised violence.  

We are aware that there is a closed debate on the Middle East (Syria) scheduled for Friday 19 April 
2013. We urge Australia to take concrete steps to support a political solution to the ongoing 
humanitarian crisis and to lead the Security Council to decisive action in relation to immediate 
civilian protection. 

T
integrated into crisis management and post-conflict planning. The government must use its position 
on the Security Council to emphasise the protection of civilians and prevention of conflict 

. Women human 
rights and security experts on the ground in Damascus are struggling to have their voices heard in 
peace and security discussions and Australia has a responsibility, through the Security Council, to 
ensure that these local organisations can leverage the Women, Peace and Security policy architecture 
to participate actively in building a lasting peace. 

The remaining two actions were referred to WPSAC by Syrian women activists. Syria needs an 
immediate and effective no-fly zone to prevent aerial attacks. The Security Council must also take 
steps to ensure that neither small arms nor light weapons are supplied to fighting forces. We 
note that in the Australian statement to the Council on 20 March 2013 regarding the Arms Trade 
Treaty, the representative made explicit mention of the gendered harms caused by trade in small 
arms. Now that the General Assembly has endorsed the Arms Trade Treaty, we urge the Australian 
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government to push the Council to draw on its provisions, particularly with reference to Article 7.2 
being used to commit or facilitate serious acts of gender-

based violence or serious acts of violence against women and children -
level action to ensure arms control is crucial, given the currently highly porous borders and the 
threats that the circulation of these weapons pose to already-fragile regional peace and security. 

Both the aerial bombardments and the proliferation of small arms have undermined security for the 
people on the ground, particularly for vulnerable sectors of the population. The rate of internal 
displacement and the prevalence of interpersonal violence, including sexualised violence, means that 
approximately half of the Syrian population will be in need of emergency humanitarian assistance by 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
António Guterres on 18 April 2013.  

The secondary impact of aerial bombardment and the proliferation of small arms is to diminish the 
humanitarian support to the country, a dynamic worsened by the increasing restrictions placed upon 
humanitarian actors in recent months. Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie 
Amos notes the delaying of visas for aid workers by up to two months, the imposition of a three-day 
notice requirement on all aid convoys and the reduction of approved non-Government Organizations 
(NGOs) from 110 to 29. The shrinking space in which humanitarian actors can provide assistance is 
also undermining security, and the Council must request the parties to ensure the safe and 
unimpeded access of aid organizations to those in need in all areas of Syria.  

 to emphasise the protection of 
 security 

processes and to take forward the recommendations of the Syrian civil society leaders outlined 
above.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW) and Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 


