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12 April 2013  

 

To Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

 

Re: UNSC Open Debate on Women, Peace and Security (17 April 2013) 

 

As outlined in our previous communications (December 2012, January 2013), the Women, Peace 

and Security Academic Collective (WPSAC) is invested in ensuring that the Australian government 

uphold the commitments made regarding the ‘Women, Peace and Security’ (WPS) agenda during its 

campaign for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council.  

 

We note that in your statement to the Council on 20 March 2013 regarding the Arms Trade Treaty, 

you made explicit mention of the gendered harms caused by trade in small arms, and on the same 

day the Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Australia to the United Nations Ms 

Philippa King delivered a statement on the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti that linked the 

increased prevalence of major crime to sexual and gender based violence in certain areas of the 

country. We are pleased to see the Australian government engaging with aspects of the WPS agenda. 

 

We also note, however, that in statements to the Council on 19 March 2013 regarding the United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan and in the afore-mentioned statement on 20 March 

regarding Haiti, no mention was made of the potential utility of the WPS framework. UNSCR 1325 

and subsequent resolutions mandate under international law that women should be represented at and 

actively participate in peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction and we strongly recommend 

that Australia uses its current position to ensure that this commitment is upheld in any forthcoming 

discussion of stabilisation and assistance missions.  

 

We note that there is an open debate on Women, Peace and Security slated for 17 April 2013, and we 

urge the Australian government to use this opportunity to articulate its commitment to the WPS 

agenda. This commitment should manifest not only in recognizing the harms of sexual and gender-

based violence, but in ensuring that women participate actively at all levels and stages of peace 

negotiation and peacebuilding. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

     
 

A/Professor Laura J. Shepherd (UNSW) and Professor Jacqui True (Monash University) 


