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Australia Can Lead the World in Recognising Women's Agency and 
Equality in Peacebuilding, Postconflict Reconstruction and 
Relief/Recovery 
 
Context 
The Women, Peace and Security policy architecture (UNSC Resolutions 
1325  1960 inclusive) imposes various obligations on member states 
and on the SC itself. These obligations are not always met, with WPS 
issues too often acknowledged in Preamble but excluded from Operative 
Paragraphs of Resolutions (recent Resolution 2085 regarding Mali is a 
model of best practice in its inclusion of reference to WPS in OP17 and 
should be used as a template of our future engagement). 
 
UK and USA (as 'pen-holders' on WPS and sexual violence respectively) 
will be pushing forward a draft Resolution on prevention and monitoring, 
analysis and reporting arrangements (MARA) covering conflict-related 
sexualized violence (CRSV). CRSV is an element of the WPS agenda 
but is only one element. Australia should ensure that the June CRSV 
resolution is consistent with the broader scope of the WPS agenda and 
includes attention to the full 
especially the right to participate in peace processes and decision-
making.  
 
Any accountability mechanism addressing sexual violence, as suggested 
in the Secretary-General 2013 report on this matter to the Security 
Council (para 128b), should enable the review of the core elements of 

ited to: Commissions of 
Inquiry and International Tribunals country missions; the establishment 
and renewal of peacekeeping and special political missions; and the 
reporting on these missions and support for measures to prevent and 
resolve conflict. The review of these elements could include timely expert 
briefings on country situations, the assessment of the substantive 
inclusion of the WPS issues in the core work of the Security Council, and 
recommendations for necessary next steps to be taken by the Council 
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Current position 
The Australian government has clearly articulated a strong commitment 
to WPS agenda. We have seen much evidence, and heard much talk, of 
support , enhancement  and endorsement ; while we welcome this 
position, Australia has to lead on the WPS agenda with particular focus 
on recognising women's agency and equality, the specific impacts that 
conflict has on women and girls and their roles in the prevention of 
conflict and violence rather than their mere victimization. 
 
Recommendations 
1. Challenge and resist the narrowing of WPS agenda to a sole focus 

on CRSV. 
2. Ensure any new Resolution on CRSV addresses the broader context 

of WPS issues especially  the 
prevention of conflict. 

3. Push forward a further WPS Resolution outlining global indicators 
with minimum and aspirational benchmarks of adequate participation 
and representation of women in peace processes and other related 
metrics. 

4. Insist that the WPS agenda is leveraged in all country-specific 
discussions and country-level missions to create the expectation that 
WPS issues, specifically around women's participation and 
representation in peace negotiations, peacebuilding and relief and 
recovery, will be included in the Operative Paragraphs of all such SC 
Resolutions. 

 
Australia must make WPS a Presidency priority in both 2013 and 2014 
and pursue the above strategies to realize its leadership potential at the 
UNSC during its term of office. 


