
With a seat on the United Nations Security Council until 2015, 
Australia is uniquely positioned on the world stage to make a 
real difference to women’s lives in conflict, transitional and post-
conflict countries. In September this year Australia takes up the 
Presidency of the Security Council and has chosen to focus on 
promoting ‘Women’s Leadership in Peacebuilding’. This focus 
includes ensuring that women are actively represented and able 
to participate in all peace negotiations, as UN peacekeepers and 
in other roles on UN missions, and recognising the contribution of 
women leaders from the grassroots to the peace table in conflict-
resolution, prevention and the recovery of societies. Australian 
researchers are also committed to furthering the international 
Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda. This event will highlight 
the important law and social science research that demonstrates 
women’s agency in the context of conflict and insecurity. Panelists 
will discuss the disproportionate numbers of women and girls 
displaced by conflict crossing borders (including Australia’s 

Dr Jacqui True is a 
Professor of Politics and 
International Relations 
at Monash University. 
She is a specialist in 
gender and international 
relations, feminist research 
methodologies, and 
violence against women 
globally. Her book, 
The Political Economy 
of Violence against 
Women (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 
2012) recently won the 
American Political Science 
Association 2012 prize  
for the best book in  
human rights. 
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Date Thursday, August 15 2013
Time 5pm for 5.30pm start
Venue   Monash University Law Chambers,  

Auditorium, 555 Lonsdale Street,  
Melbourne

Cost Free
RSVP Tuesday, 13 August 2013  
 castan.centre@monash.edu or call 03 9905 3327

Refreshments provided. Please note, places are limited.

Invitation

The International Women,  
Peace and Security Agenda:   
Australian Leadership, Australian Research

Chair Speakers

borders), the impact of female peacekeepers in conflict settings, and 
the centrality of gender justice, not only in the prosecution of recent war 
crimes, but in post-conflict recovery and the creation of a lasting peace. 

Mr Noel Campbell is Assistant Secretary, International Organisations Branch, Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade

Dr Sharon Pickering is a Professor of Criminology and Australian Research Council Future Fellow on Border 
Policing at Monash University in Melbourne Australia.  Her books include Sex Work:Labour Mobility and Sexual 
Services (with Maher and Gerard) (2012); Borders and Crime (with McCulloch) (2012); Gender, Borders and 
Violence (2010); Sex Trafficking (2009)  (with Segrave and Miliovjevic); Counter-Terrorism Policing (2008);  
Borders, Mobilities and Technologies of Control (2006) (with Weber); Refugees and State Crime (2005). Most 
recently she co-authored with Leanne Weber Globalization and Borders: Deaths at the Global Frontier which 
documented and analysed over 40, 000 border related deaths in Europe, North America and Australia.

Dr Ronli Sifris is a lecturer at Monash University’s Faculty of Law and an Associate of the Castan Centre 
for Human Rights Law. She has published extensively on issues relating to gender and international law 
and has worked as a consultant with the International Center for Transitional Justice in New York. Her 
forthcoming book, entitled ‘Reproductive Freedom, Torture and International Human Rights: Challenging the 
Masculinisation of Torture’, will be published by Routledge in December 2013.

Dr Lesley Pruitt is a McKenzie Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the University of Melbourne. Her book,  
Youth Peacebuilding: Music, Gender, and Change, Albany, NY: SUNY Press was published in 2013. Lesley’s 
current research projects include work on (a) the role of young women and girls in peacebuilding and (b) 
women in peacekeeping.

Coordinated by the Monash University, Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Law.
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