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This presentation focuses on the intersections between social 
conflict, gender violence, and cooperative intervention. It examines 
the impact of The Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands 
(RAMSI) - a cooperative intervention in the form of a police-led mission 
– on gender violence in Western Province. Reports by international 
organisations like WHO, World Bank, and AusAid, as well as nationally 
commissioned studies show that two in three women in Solomon 
Islands have suffered from violence; however laws to criminalize 
domestic violence have been slow to develop in the island country. 

Originally instituted to manage and contain social conflict, RAMSI in 
the past few years has attempted to engage directly with community-
based approaches to minimizing gender-based violence. Our focus 
is framed by the social conditions of Solomon Islands, including the 
traditional exclusion of women from power and authority. It examines 
how local and international activists and intervention can make a 
difference to law and policy on gender based issues in this Pacific island 
state. Using survey data from fieldwork in late 2012 we present the 
impressions of a cohort of police cadets on the main problems facing 
women in policing. We then examine the experiences of women in Western Province in the town of Gizo, their linkage with 
international agendas and activism, such as 16 Days of Activism: Campaign to end violence against women, and within that 
context, the impact of RAMSI on experiences and perceptions of gender violence.

About Nichole Georgeou
Nichole Georgeou is Lecturer in International 
Development and Global Studies at Australian Catholic 
University, Strathfield. She is the author of the 2012 
monograph Neoliberalism, Development and Aid 
Volunteering (Routledge). Her work has been published 
in Voluntas, Australian Journal of Political Science and 
Australian Journal of Politics and History. In the 1990s, 
Nichole spent a number of years working as an aid 
volunteer and aid organiser/manager in Japan and in 
Vietnam. She is a board member of PALMS Australia—a 
development volunteer sending agency—and 
Academics Stand Against Poverty. 

About Charles Hawksley
Charles Hawksley is Senior Lecturer in Politics in the Faculty 
of Law, Humanities and the Arts at University of Wollongong. 
He has conducted field research on the relationship between 
state-building and human rights in Timor-Leste, Solomon 
Islands and Papua New Guinea, and has written on Australia’s 
relations with Pacific Island states, peace and conflict, regional 
organisation, hegemony, sovereignty and intervention. His 
work has appeared in Third World Quarterly, Global Change, 
Peace and Security and Australian Journal of Politics and 
History. 

Nichole and Charles are currently writing a book on Police-building and the Responsibility to Protect: Gender, Civil Society 
and Human Rights Culture in Oceania, to be published in 2015 in the Routledge series, Global Politics and the Responsibility 
to Protect.

Women march in Gixo Town 26 November 2012 as part of 
the 16 Days of Activism Campaign
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Enquiries and Reservations
Centre for Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism
Faculty of Arts 
Macquarie University NSW 2109
Building Y3A, Level 2
E:  julian.droogan@mq.edu.au
F:  +61 (02) 9850 1425
W:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

CRICOS Provider Code: 00002J

Location details
Building Y3A is located near the Balaclava Rd entrance to the University at D14 on the map. A larger, printable version of the map can be 
found at http://www.ofm.mq.edu.au/PDF/map_colour.pdf 

Y3A212 is located on the right hand side of the main Y3A foyer. Staff will be on hand to provide directions to the theatre.

Details
Date: Wednesday 28 August, 2013

Time: 3:00pm

Location: PICT Offices, Building Y3A
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